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he lifted his foot than one of the Iroquois seized him
by the left hand, and with a knife inflicted a deep
gash between the third and the little fingers; and
then the others discharged on him a [163] shower of
blows with cudgels, and led him thus to the cabins.
There they made him ascend a scaffold (raised about
six feet from the ground),—quite naked, bathed in
his own blood, that flowed from nearly every part of
his body, and exposed to a cold wind that congealed
his blood on his skin; and they ordered him to sing
during the feast that they gave to those who had
brought in the prisoners. When the feast was over,
the warriors withdrew and left the Father and his
companions in the hands of the young men, who
made them descend from the scaffold, whereon they
had stood for two hours, exposed to the jeers of these
Barbarians. When they had come down, they were
made to dance, after their fashion. But, as the Fa-
ther did not do it well, they struck him, goaded him,
and tore out his hair. Five or six days were spent
in this pastime. Some one out of compassion threw
him some shreds of a gown, wherewith to cover him-
self. He made use of it during the day; but at night
they took it from him, and, gathering round him,
one goaded him with a very sharp stick; another
burned him with a [164] firebrand; others seared
him with calumets heated red-hot. The children
threw on him hot embers and glowing coals. Then
they made him walk around the fire where they had
stuck short, pointed sticks into the ground, and had
scattered hot embers and live coals; others tore out
his beard and his hair. Every night, they would begin
anew this diverting sport; and, at the end, they
would burn one of his nails or one of his fingers dur-



